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English Department: Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow!

English Language is undeniably one of the most
important subjects to our students. Not only is it
a core subject in school, but it also helps sharpen
students’ competitive edge in their future career.
We believe that a well-devised curriculum is the key
to effective English learning since it can provide the
students with a series of instructions to achieve their
learning goals through both in-class lessons and extra-
curricular activities. The following are the characteristics
of LSC English Language curriculum.

|. School-based Curriculum:

Junior Form Curriculum (S.1-3) mainly aims at helping students to consolidate
what they learned in a primary school and transfer new knowledge in terms of
reading comprehension, writing, listening, speaking and grammar. From S.1-S.3,
we adopt the school-based textbook that means our school has autonomy to
choose the themes and contents of teaching exclusively for LSC students. Also,
with a view to catering learning diversity, our teachers design and write a set of
graded reading and writing materials for each theme. Some of them even joined
the reading and writing projects organized by EdUHK, BUHK and CUHK and
devised the tailorrmade reading and writing packages for students to learn better.

Senior Form Curriculum (S. 4-6) puts emphasis on deepening understanding of
knowledge and developing public examination skills. S.4 and S.5 learn in a spiral
approach. While students acquire new learning content, revisions of previous
knowledge are kept for consolidation. In S6, they spend large portion of time on
examination paper practices. Recalling the transition from HKCE and HKAL to
HKDSE, teachers were busy preparing for the new senior secondary curriculum.
Our teachers worked studiously to compile several school-based learning
packages about the NSS English Learning modules about social issues, workplace
communication and short stories.
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2. Self-directed Learning Curriculum: From
teacher-centred to student-centred

The traditional teacher-centred classroom is no more
favourable for our students to learn nowadays. VWhat
maximizes their potentials to learn is giving them an
autonomy in a student-centred lesson. As a teacher, our
role has changed to be a facilitator and what we need to
do is to furnish them with a curriculum for self-directed
learning.

v

e
i Vs 2 FPTRG
')

E-learning is part of our curriculum in which students use
iPads to learn or revise in the lesson. They rely less on
teachers and instead they can master what they learn in the
lesson. For instance, they can play Kahoot Games to check
their understanding of grammar knowledge and they can
search information from Google to brainstorm ideas for
their writing or speaking exercises. Now the students can
learn more by themselves!

Collaborative learning focuses on the cooperation among
group members. Students are divided into groups of three
or four and need to have lots of discussions and group
work to complete the tasks given by the teacher: Through
the group work, students are trained to be more confident
to speak in English and thus, their English proficiency can
be enhanced. One of the good examples of self-directed
learning methodologies is *Learning Community”

On-line reading program also serves the purpose of self
learning by students. English department has been adopting
Razkids on-line reading program for three years and
includes it as part of our teaching scheme. Ve really find
the positive feedbacks from the students. It is a stark fact
that students read more than before. The statistics shows
us some students have already read 200 English books
within the first five months of the school year.



3.Beyond Classroom Curriculum: From
knowledge to application

Curriculum is both explicit and implicit. It is not just
designed for the students to follow in the lesson, but
more importantly, it can happen outside classroom
or school.

Cross-curricular activities benefit our students’

learning
a lot. Through the cross-curricular activities, our students
learn how to integrate knowledge and skills of English
language with those of other subjects. In the OLE days,
Liberal Studies and English departments co-held a visit to
Disneyland for the study of Globalization” . Apart from
this, we organized an English activity day about jellyfish.
Thanks for the help of Biology department, students can
appreciate the colourful jellyfish, touch them, learn about
them and even write about them in English.

Joint-school activities and competitions also offer
students an authentic situation to put their knowledge into
practice. Every year, our S.5 and S.6 students participate
in the joint-school speaking practice. This is a very good
opportunity to realize their own level of English speaking
and also let them have more confidence for the DSE

examination. Besides, our students joined Hong Kong
schools debate competition, Hong Kong schools English
speech festival and Hong Kong English drama competition
(held by EDB NET Section). It is thankful to see that
more students are willing to join and they can get good
results in the competitions. VWe got the first place, second
place, third place and many merits in the speech festival. It
is also impressive that our S2 and S3 students got the best
actress and best language award in the drama competition.

Cultural Exchange Programs are regarded as the
most effective means for students to apply their English
knowledge, explore western culture and widen their
horizons of the world. In the first decade, we had a
lot of collaborations with the US Consulate such as US
President Mock Election (2004, 2008) and US Consulate
Navy visit. In the second decade, we organized the cultural
exchange program with Wycliffe Christian School which
is located in Sydney, Australia. Our students, as a host,
learn how to receive the guests from foreign countries.
They are trained to introduce Hong Kong™ s sightseeing
attractions and culture in English. Similarly, in August, a
group of our students will fly to Australia to learn and live
with them in their school and the host family. It is quite
true that most of our students”  English level is enhanced
after the cultural visit.



Look into Future

Recalling the past twenty years, our team devoted plenty of time and energy
in searching, reforming and reviewing the curriculum for our students to learn
effectively. Despite the cornerstone has been built, we realize that education is
dynamic and lively. Therefore, we will keep working hard and smart in the years
ahead. First, we still need to polish our curriculum according to the ever-changing
educational needs and our students’ qualities. Second, we can apply more
innovative teaching and learning strategies to motivate our students. Also, we hope
to establish a stronger self-learning atmosphere, for example, the use of mobile
learning so that students can learn wherever and whenever possible. Last but not
least, a greater variety of activities can be incorporated in our curriculum and make
the students more confident to present in both written and spoken English. As
the motto of English department says, ‘Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow ™ , it
is earnestly hoped that our students can overcome all the stumbling blocks in the
process of learning English today. Once they are equipped with good English, they
will have a rosy prospect in the future.
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