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WWEF’s new education programme connects senior
secondary students with the magic of Mai Po, bringing
environmental issues to the forefront.
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Every year, WWF's Mai Po School Education Programme organises
400 visits, The aim is to bring local primary and secondary school
students out of the classroom to learn about environmental issues
IN the environment, through hands on experiential learning
opportunities. WWF continues to work closely with the local
education system and aligns its field experiences with the school
curriculum objectives. For the 2010-2011 school year, it has
pioneered an education programme tailor-made for the New Senior
Secondary Curriculum introduced by the Education Bureau in 2009,
Liberal Studies is one of the core subjects in the new curriculum.

The latest programme, Mai Po Multiplex, is an outdoor Education for
Sustainable Development programme specially designed for senior
school students. It complements lessons taught in Liberal Studies.
More than 30 secondary schools will participate during the 2010-11
school year.

The four-hour programme takes place in the Mai Po Nature Reserve,
where students learn about the value of a wetland and its function in
the ecosystem. In addition to the use of Mai Po and Deep Bay as real-
life examples, there are discussion topics covering the cultural value
of different natural features found in Hong Kong, as well as local land
conservation issues and its conflicts.

During their time at Mai Po, students are also guided to investigate
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WWFs Education Officer brings
students into Mai Po, explodng
different environmental issues in nature,

the interrelationship between local issues and global events, such

as climate change and sustainable development. “It's not just about
the issues within Mai Po,” explains Alex Wong, Senior Education
Officer, WWF-Hong Kong. “We discuss cross-border issues with
students, such as the impact brought by the pollution in Shenzhen to
Mai Po. We hope to engage students in environmental issues locally,
regionally and globally.”

One of the programme’s objectives is to help students cultivate their
eritical thinking skills. Conducted using an issue-enquiry approach,
students are encouraged to give their own opinions on different
controversial issues, such as the eonflicts between land development
and nature conservation in Hong Kong. Through role-playing,
interviews, discussions and presentations, students play an active
role during the field trip.

“The session our students found particularly memorable was

the role-playing, where WWF staff members took up the roles of
fishermen to talk about fish ponds and fish farming,” says Andy
Tung, a teacher from China Holiness Church Living Spirit College,
one of the participating schools. “The staff members were well-
prepared and gave an informative and animated presentation. In the
small-group discussion and sharing session, students could make
use of cartoon maps provided by WWF to get a better understanding
of the stances of different parties [on certain environmental issues].
The entire programme complements the teaching in Liberal Studies
that emphasises the training of multi-perspective thinking.”

WWF also provides a pre-trip aetivity and a post-trip follow-up for
teachers to ensure that students get the most out of the four-hour
field trip. m

Applications are welcomed throughout the year. Teachers can
apply to the Mai Po Multiplex programme through the WWF online
booking system at wwi.org.hk/whatwedo/education/
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